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Feb. 11, 1867.] ACCESSIONS TO LIBRARY, ETC. 79 

E. de Marihin, Esq. (Consul-General of the United States of 
Columbia. 

Accessions to the Libraet since the last Meeting. — Donations. 
' Eeport on the Chemical Laboratories in course of erection in 
the Universities of Bonn and Berlin,' by A. W. Hofman, ll.d., 
F.E.s. : presented by the Lords of the Committee of Council on 
Education. ' Libro del Saber de Astronomia del Eey Don Al- 
phonso X. do Castile :' by the Eoyal Academy of Sciences of Madrid. 
' Notes on a Journey from Bida in Nupe to Kano in Hausa, in 
1862, by Dr. W. B. Baikie, e.n. :' by the Foreign Office. ' Jour- 
nal of J. G. Macdonald, Expedition from Port Denison to the Gulf 
of Carpentaria :' by the Colonial Office. ' A Journey to Ashango 
Land, and further penetration into Equatorial Africa,' by Paul B. 
du Chaillu, with map and illustrations : bj' the author. ' Index of 
17 volumes of Bombay Geographical Society,' compiled by D. J. 
Kennedy: by the Society. '1619, Viaggi della Valle,' H. Pelle- 
grino : by Mr. Gibb, f.r.g.s. ' Interoceanic Eailroads and Canals — 
Eeports to the U.S. Secretary of the Navy on Canals and Eailways 
between the Waters of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans,' with maps, 
&c., by E. Davis and G. Wells : by Admiral Davis, u.s.n. ' Com- 
parisons of Standards of Lengths of England, France, Belgium, 
Prussia, Eussia, India, Australia :' by the Secretary of State for War. 
' Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft :' Dr. 
Ludolf Krehl. Eyles Irwin's work, ' A Series of Adventures in the 
course of a Voyage up the Eed Sea in the Year 1717.' 

Accessions to Map-Eoom since the last Meeting. — A Sketch- 
map showing the route of Mr. Colvill from Bushire to the Port 
of Lingah : presented by the Government of India. Plan of the 
English Settlement at Shanghae ; published by the Municipal 
Council of Shanghae : presented by J. Pook, Esq., r.E.G.s, 

The Pbesident informed the meeting that Lieut. Alwin S. Bell, who was 
stationed with his regiment (3rd West Indian) at Sherbro, on the West Coast 
of Africa, during the years 1864-5, had communicated to him a letter from 
the unfortunate traveller M. Jules Gerard, of which the following is a transla- 
tion. The death of the traveller, by drowning in crossing the river Jong, 
took place within a month of the date of the letter, and Lieut. Bell adds that 
it was not known at Sherbro whether the capsizing of the boat was an accident 
or done intentionally by the natives : — 

" Mano, Lat. 8° 10' n., 21 July, 1864. 

"Mt dear M. Huchard, — The first chiefs with whom I entered into 
relations, on my arrival in the Kasso country, having taken me some for a 
trader and others for a slave-dealer, all used their endeavours to retain me in 
their dominions, with a view either to sell me slaves or to induce me to esta- 
blish myself among them. Actuated by these motives, they closed to me the 
routes into the interior, and concealed the fact that the Kasso people have 
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go LETTER OF LATE M. J. GfiKARD. [Feb. 11, 1867. 

a superior chief, — ^a king witliout sceptre, but more feared and I'espected 
than a king. Having obtained this information towards the end of my 
sojourn at Matapen, 1 pretended to take the route of Sierra Leone, and thus 
on tlie fourth day of my march arrived at Mano, the residence of Bagon, the 
supreme chief I have spoken of. I was received by him in the most friendly 
manner. He showed me, soon after my arrival, the river Tayei, which is tho 
principal affluent of the Mongray, and flows from the Kissi and Sangarah 
countries, forming two branches. The eastern branch traverses the Kono 
country, the western the Kouranko district. These two branches are navigable 
without inten'uption for eight days' journey above Mano, and their banks are 
as thickly populated as the Boum country, excepting the factories. 

" Bagon has a great wish to have a factory, and with a view to this has 
given me most useful information concerning the productions of the coimtry, 
such as cotton, palm-oil and palm-nuts, ground-nuts, ivory, and ebony. 
Ivory is very abundant here, and has no value. Bagon told me that if I was 
willing to stay with him he would send his troops to hunt elephants, which 
abound in his forests, and obtain plenty of ivory for the factory. Cotton may be 
obtained for 3d. or id. a pound, seeded and cleaned ; that is, 4d in goods at 
their value here, which is equivalent to 2d. on the coast. Eice and other 
products of the soil have no price. This locality being so desirable a situation 
for a trading post, I have decided to remain some time and make a trial of it. 
If my speculation succeeds, I shall fix myself here ; if not, I shall only have 
to recover the payment for my goods, with the profits, and then continue my 
journey towards the north. 

" I must not forget to tell you that, besides the road by water direct to 
Sherbro, there is a road by land which leads, in two days' march, to Matapen. 

To make a trial in trade at Mano I address myself to you If my 

proposition suits you, have the goodness to despatch the first lot of goods, with 
an agent if possible. If you have not one at hand, I will employ in the 
mean time the interpreter whom I brought from Matapen, and who has for a 
long time worked at trading stations. If you send the goods, send Aly forward 
with a letter informing me of the probable date of their despatch and the route 
taken, whether by land or water. Whichever road you choose, Bagon will 
send his people to meet your messenger at Matapen if it is the land-route, 
and at Mongray if it is by water. As to the conditions on which you send 
the goods and receive produce in payment, you may fix your own terms. If 
my proposal does not suit you, let me ask of you to do me the favour of 
facilitating Aly's journey to Sierra Leone. 

" Jules GI^kakd."' 

The President said the members of the Society must all lament the loss of 
M. Jules Gerard, who was present in that room shortly before his departure 
on the expedition which proved fatal to him. The country in which M. Jules 
Gerard was supposed to have been murdered was very little known to geo- 
graphers. The project that he had in view at the time of his death was, 
perhaps, the most adventurous of any of the travels of modern times. It was 
no less than to proceed from the west coast, near Siei'ra Leone, to Timbuctoo, 
and thence to the French settlements in Algeria, where he had distinguished 
himself in former years as " the Lion Killer." 

The following Papers were read : — 

1. Ascent of Mount Hood, Oregon. By the Eev. H. K. Hines. 

[Extracts.] 

The Cascade range of mountains is a northward continuation of the 

Sierra Nevada of California, and traverses the state of Oregon and 



